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Yamaji - People and Country

Yamaji (or Yamatji) is the name used to identify Aboriginal people in the Murchison
and Gascoyne regions of Western Australia. ‘Yamaji’ comes from the Wadjarri (or
Wajarri) language and means 'man' or 'human being', so it is often used throughout
this region to refer to 'Aboriginal person'. Yamaji has come to be used almost
universally throughout the region, probably because Wadjarri is the widest spoken
remaining language.

Yamayji region

Yamaji Country is in the Mid West region of Western Australia and stretches from
Carnarvon in the north to Meekatharra in the east, to Jurien in the south. The Yamaji
area covers nearly one fifth of Western Australia and includes coastal, regional and
remote areas. Yamaji Country is known for fishing, farming and mining industries,
tourism and recreation.

Yamaji people
The Yamaji region in Western Australia contains many Aboriginal groupings.
Approximately 10% of the total population of the region are Yamaji people, who live
mostly in Geraldton and Carnarvon. Many Yamaji people also live in the smaller towns
of Mt Magnet, Shark Bay, Mullewa, Cue and Gascoyne Junction, as well as in remote
communities such as Meekatharra, Burringurrah, Yulga Jinna, Barrell Well,
Wandanooka, Mungullah, Buttah Windee and Pia Wadjarri.

Yamaji language

Today these are the main language groups of Yamaji people and their locations:

o Nanda people in the northern coastal part of the region
Naaguja people in the southern coastal part of the region

o Amangu people located in the Geraldton and greater Geraldton region
including the north midlands around Morawa

o Wadjarri people located in the Murchison around Mullewa and as far north
as Meekatharra

o Badimia people further inland from Yalgoo, Paines Find and Mt Magnet
areas
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o Western Desert people who are further east around Wiluna on the edge of
the Gibson and Little Sandy Deserts

o Malgana people located in the coast region surrounding Shark Bay

Yamaji history
The Yamaji region has been home to many groups of Aboriginal people over
thousands of years. In many areas the stories of the Dreaming (creation) continue to
shape Yamaji laws and customs. These laws and customs are the foundation of the
social structures and teach men and women how they should behave, places they can
go, food they can eat, and places where they can drink water.

The arrival of non-Aboriginal people and their laws and policies has caused much of
the Yamaji knowledge and language to be lost. Despite this, Yamaji people still have a
strong sense of identity and spirit; they are determined to keep their culture strong
for their children and young people. Yamaji children, families and communities are
solid.

Yamaji education

There are more than 10,000 students attending schools in the Mid West Education
District (Yamaji region). Nearly 20% of the students are Yamaji children and young
people. There are 70 government and non-government schools in the Yamaji region.
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